Both leg length (LL) and childhood obesity independently impact on adult health. One study in children has found an inverse relationship between relative LL and higher body fatness (BF), using skinfold measurements (1) . Moreover, adult studies suggest that relative shorter LL is associated with increased BF (2) . The present cross-sectional study has examined measures of LL to BF in British children.
The present study indicates that children with relatively shorter legs tend to be fatter based on either BMI or WC as the measure of fatness. However, the evidence is weaker when using WC, particularly in girls. Theoretically, this outcome is logical as LL is a component of the denominator of BMI. These findings would also suggest that trunk length must be relatively greater in overweight and obese children. Whilst disproportionate body dimensions appear to be linked to measures of BF in children, longitudinal studies are needed to confirm this suggestion.
